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ACCIDENTAL EXTIRPATION
OF THE

DUCT OF STENO,
AND ITS

EFFECTS ON THE PATIENT.

A CIRCUMSTANCE of this nature, the result
of a natural process, is recorded by M.
Roelants, in the 11 Annales de la Soc. de
Med. d’Anvers." An old gentleman, arrived
at the age of eighty-two years, but of a
strong constitution, was attacked by fever,
about a fortnight after the invasion of which
a tumour began to appear, which soon enve-
loped all the right side of the face, with a
part of the neck. Suppuration having been
promoted by cataplasms, the abscess pointed
in two places, one opposite the last molar
tooth, and the other behind the angle of the
lower jaw. In both these places M. Roelants
made extensive incisions, from which large
quantities of laudable pus issued. Decoc-
tion of bark was now ordered, and a gene-
rous diet inculcated, and the strength of the
patient was soon restored. The suppura-
tion, however, continued for about three
months, when a hard body was said to be
discharged through the orifice behind the
jaw. The medical practitioner not being at
hand at the time, this body was not pre-
served, nor could any satisfactory account be z,
obtained of its nature; M. Roelants, not-

withstanding, asserts his conviction that it

comprised the duct of Steno, together with a
portion of the parotid gland. The suppura-
tion now rapidly subsided, and in a few
months the wounds were entirely healed.
However, the patient ever afterwards expe-
rienced a remarkable inconvenience. At all
times the skin over the right side of the face
appeared more flushed than that on the op-
posite side ; but as soon as mastication
began it assumed a deep red colour, and
vessels, from two to three lines in diameter,
gorged with blood, became very obvious in
the parenchyma of that side. In about a
minute all the right side of the face, from
the temporal fossa to the inferior margin of
the lower jaw, was covered with moisture,
which in less than five minutes collected into
drops, and ran in streams down the side of
the face and neck. On the termination of
the masticatory process the moisture dis-

appeared, and the face resumed its usual

aspect. The phenomenon detailed was less
conspicuous when liquids were swallowed,
and became proportionally more strongly
marked the more that mastication was neces-
sary. The liquid produced had an alkaline
reaction, restoring a blue tinge to red turnsol
paper. Had it been of the constitution of

ordinary perspiration that result would not
have occurred ; but there seems every reason
to believe that it was actually the salivary
secretion, which had found an external
mode of exit, in consequence of the oblitera-
tion of the internal duct.&mdash;L’Experience.

POISONING BY MEAT.

A SINGULAR and fatat event is now, for
the first time, reported to have taken place
at Zurich, in 1839. At a popular f&ecirc;te there
upwards of six hundred persons partook
together of a repast, consisting chiefly of
veal roasted, or in cutlets. At variable pe.
riods afterwards nearly all of these indi.
viduals were taken ill, and in a week most
of them were bedridden. They were affected
with rigors, vertigo, headach, intense fever,
diarrhoea, vomiting, and sometimes delirium.
At a later period an abundant flow of a
foetid saliva occurred, the interior of the
mouth being covered with ulcers; and in

many cases, after involuntary discharges of
the faeces, great prostration of the strength,
&c., death ensued. In these cases the
mucous membrane of the digestive canal
was found softened, the intestinal follicles
ulcerated, and the veins empty. It was
afterwards ascertained that the veal when
eaten had been in an incipient stage of
putrefaction. The great analogy between
the symptoms produced by it and those of
typhus was very stl’ilcing; and it is further
remarkable that many of the persons who ’
attended on the patients, though previously
healthy, and who had not been partakers of
the deteriorated food, were attacked by the
disease.
A somewhat similar circumstance recently

happened in the Grand Duchy of Baden.
A roebuck having been taken in a net, was
killed while making violent efforts to escape,
and while in a state of the utmost terror and
fatigue. Nearly all the persons who par-
took of the flesh of this animal experienced a
violent gastro-intestinal inflammation, with
other symptoms similar to those detailed
above ; though in this instance neither was
the flesh in a putrefying state, nor were any
of the cases fatal.&mdash;JcMfM. de Pharm. et de
Chim., Aug., 1842.

EFFECTUAL
REDUCTION OF STRANGULATED

HERNIA BY ETHER.

M. VELA has been enabled to effect the
reduction of strangulated hernia in many
cases by the external application of sulphuric
ether, accompanied with friction ; in which
plan of treatment he has been successfully
followed by other French surgeons. M.
Darbon, of Bordeaux, was called to a case
of inguinal hernia in a woman, fifty-seven
years of age, forty hours after strangulation
had occurred. When all other attempts at
reduction had failed, he had recourse to

irrigations of ether over the surface of the
tumour, which, to his surprise, disappeared
in the space of five or six minutes, and was
followed by a copious evacuation of the

bowels, and the prompt recovery of the
patient. The same practitioner reports an-
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other case, occurring in a man thirty-six
years of age, to which also he was called.
The hernia formed a tumour eight inches in
length by an equal breadth, and extending
to the base of the scrotum ; it was hard,
and so painful that the taxis was impracti-
cahle. Copious bleeding, baths, and frictions
with belladonna, &c., having proved of no
use, the patient was raised by means of a
bolster under the hips, so that the tumour
should present for the manipulation of the
operator its whole surface, which was accord.
ingly irrigated with ether gently rubbed over
it by the hand. Three minutes after the
commencement of this process the hardness
of the tumour began to give way, the hernia
diminished in volume, and seven or eight
minutes were sufficient to produce its total

reduction, followed by the speedy cessation
of all the previous alarming symptoms.
The ordinary operation for strangulated
hernia is sufficiently difficult and doubtful
in its result to render any medicinal agent
tending to supersede its necessity a valuable
adjunct to surgical science. - Gazette des
Hopitaux, Suppl. Oct.

DIFFICULTY OF DISCOVERING
FISTULA IN ANO.

A FRENCH contemporary, remarking 11 that
this is the disease the diagnosis of which is
probably more subject to error than that of

any other," cites the following case in proof of
the assertion :-P. B., of Marseilles, thirty-
four years of age, and of a robust constitu-

tion, had suffered from hemorrhoids for six
years, when he contracted three successive
blenorrhoeas (ecoulemens), which were suc-
ceeded by so much difficulty of micturition
that the urine was voided only drop by drop,
and with much pain. The evacuation of the
fasces was also painful, and the discharge of
hardened matters was only effected every
three or four days by the aid of clysters.
Under the impression that stricture existed
the patient was subjected many times to
cauterisation of the urethra, and was sub-
sequentty put, first on a mercurial course,
and afterwards upon a course intended to
combat an herpetic tendency to which he had
been formerly subject. At length the patient
could no longer pass his urine without the
aid of the catheter, nor even then without
strong pressure upon the hypogastrium ; he
also suffered severely on going to stool.
After two years and a half of suffering, in
1830 he consulted a surgeon, who, having
passed a catheter with ease into the bladder,
ascertained that no stricture was present ;
but on finding a hardened body about an
inch above the anus and close to the neck of
the bladder, considered the prostate to be
diseased. He contented himself, after several
bleedings and the application of leeches,

with enjoiaing a very low diet, which pro-
duced a temporary alleviation of his evils,
but a slight departure from which caused
their re-appearance with redoubled force.
The internal and external employment of
iodine was productive of no benefit, and the
disease was pronounced incurable. The
patient now consulted M. Lallemand, who
ascertained that the hard body felt in the
rectum was an hemorrhoidal tumour, instead
of a cancerous prostate, as had been sup-
posed. Judiciously considering, however,
that this was inadequate to have produced
all the preceding symptoms, he pushed his
examination to the discovery of a fistulous
opening, the operation on which caused the
speedy disappearance of the preceding dis-
tressing symptoms.-Gazette des Hopitaux,

OPt-

AMPUTATIONS IN PARIS.

MEDICAL statistics receive much attention
on the continent. In the hospitals of Paris,
from 1836 to 1840 inclusive, 852 amputa-
tions were reported to have been performed,
the general results of most of which were as
follow :-Of 201 cases of amputation of the
thigh 126, or 62 per cent., were followed by
death; of 192 amputations of the leg death
ensued in 106 cases, or 55 in 100 ; in 38 do.
of the foot the subsequent mortality was
only 9 cases, or 24 in 100; in 91 of the arm
there were 41 deaths, or 45 in 100; in 28
of the forearm 8 deaths, or 28 in 100. The
mortality after amputations of the toes or
fingers was comparatively inconsiderable :
564 of these operations took place on male
subjects, of whom 267 died ; 165 were on
females, 56 of whom succumbed. The
autumn appears to have been the season

most unfavourable to happy terminations of &pound;
these cases, and next to it the spring ; the
summer and winter are the most favourable
seasons ; the latter pre-eminently so. Such
researches have great practical utility ; but
in none of our own hospitals are similar at-
tempts at generalising results pursued by the
medical establishment.

THE phenomenon of grinding powerfully
illustrates a deficiency:in the medical schools;
for, while it is true that the majority of the
individuals who are ground are young men,
who require cramming in order to obtain the
licence to practise, and whose need for it is
but a discreditable proof that they have
neglected other opportunities, it is likewise
beyond doubt that many industrious, able,
and well-disposed pupils share the same

resort, not so much (if at all) to obtain direct
instruction, as to have their attainments
tested, 11 two see what they know," and, by
the discipline of familiar examinations, to

acquire confidence and precision of reply.-
Simon, on Med. Education.


